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Danish queen renews China ties

‘Long-standing
friend’ impressed
by nation’s rapid
development

ByLIXIAOKUN
liziaokun@chinadaily.com.cn.

With her second visit to Chi-
na on Thursday, Danish Queen
Margrethe Il setaside her coun-
try’s custom that the monarch
visits a foreign country only
once during a reign.

Observers said the rare occa-
sion—whichincluded thelarg-
estdelegation in Danish history
ever to travel on a state visit —
reveals China’s economic and
cultural attraction.

President Xi Jinping traced
his links to his guest to the last
generation, when his father
Xi Zhongxun and his mother
received the queen in Guang-
zhouin 1979.

‘Theelder Xiwas then leading
Guangdong province, the pilot
for China’s reform and opening-
up that started in late 1978,

“Your Majesty is a long-
standing friend of the Chinese
people. And for many decades,
‘you have shown care and sup-
port for the growth of Chinds
relations with Denmark;” Xi
told the queen during their talks
at the Great Hall of the People.

“As the first head of state
from a Western country to
visit China since China adopt-
ed the policy of reform and
opening-up, your visit in 1979
wentalong way toward further
strengthening the China-Den-
‘mark relationship?

It has been a tradition in
Denmark that monarchs visit
a country only once, so that
diplomatic ties can be devel-
oped with as many countries
as possible.

The 74-year-old queen, who
ascended to the throne in 1972,
has only made multiple visits
to Denmarks neighbors hav-
ing special cultural and political
relations such as Norway and
Sweden.

“During all these years I
heard from my husband, both
of mysonsand many other peo-
pleabout how much is happen-
ingin China;’ the queen told Xi.
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President Xi Jinping welcomes Queen Margrethe Il of Denmark outside the Great Hall of the People in Beijing on Thursday.
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The two leaders later wit-
nessed the signing of 10 coop-
erative documents in fields
including green technologyand

“Itis very rare to see the Dan-
ish queen bringing entrepre-
neurs from 110 companies on
the visit, as the queen does not

mental protection can greatly
benefit China.

He added that the visit is
based on a solid relationship
between Beijing and Copen-
hagen, noting that as early as
in the 1950s, Denmark sup-
ported Beijing in taking back
its seat at the United Nations

Sina banned from pubhcatlon
over online-porn accusations

ByZHANG YAN
and JIN HAIXING

Sina Internet Information
Service Co, one of China’s
Internet giants, has been sus-
pended from engaging in Inter-
net publication and audio and
video dissemination for alleg-
edly running pornographic
content online, the National

“ice Against Pornographic

1 Publications said on

oked the two
“~clud-

Internet information
service enterprises
should draw a lesson
from Sina and give
great importance to
supervising their on-
line publications.”
ZHOU HUILIN
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“They should improve the
supervision mechanism for
Internet information and strict-
ly prevent obscene information
from spreading online]” Zhou
said.

The anti-pornography office
and Internet regulation author!
ties jointly declared w
online obscenitv ¢
aspart ~"~v
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Wuhan water
cleared to reoj

after quality f2

ByLIUKUN in Wuhan
and YANG YANG in Beijing

More than 300,000 people
in Wuhan, Hubei province,
have been struggling to find
sufficient safe water, even
though three water plants that
‘were closed resumed supply-
ing water on Thursday.

Zhao Jianguo, spokesman
forthe Wuhan Environmental
Protection Bureau, confirmed
that the three water plantshad
been shut down because of
excessive levels of ammonia-
nitrogen.

Local authorities who mon-
itor water quality in the Han-
jiang River, a major source of
‘water for the megacity of 10
million, found it polluted with
the chemical on Tuesday:

On Wednesday, the water
plants were closed when the
chemical was found at their
gates, although authorities
said no abnormal amount
‘was found in pipes servicing
residents’ homes.

Still, more than 300,000
Ppeople who relied on the
plants were switched to water
from other plants. Subsequent
supplies were intermittent,
stopping periodically because
of unstable pressures in the
pipelines, authorities said.

In residential areas, people
carried containers outside,
‘waiting in line for water from
public pipes that normally
supply. water for landscaping
and other non-potable uses.

The water residents col-
lected could be used for some
household purposes, though
not for cooking or drinking
without treatment.

Many are buying more
bottled water.
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